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Impact of the Fire Safety (Buildings) (Amendment)
Ordinance 2024 on Property Owners
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Notice of Transfer of Interests

he Fire Safety (Buildings) Ordinance
(Cap. 572) (the Ordinance) came
into operation in 2007 to require the

upgrading of fire safety standards of

composite and domestic buildings
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constructed, or with the plans of the = ciaen . s
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Building Authority for approval on or = et

before 1 March 1987 to meet modern i YiF G0
fire protection requirements. The Fire
Services Department and the Buildings
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Department (BD), as the enforcement
authorities (EAs), will conduct joint
inspections of the target buildings, and in light of the actual conditions
of the buildings, issue Fire Safety Directions (Directions) to the
owners and/or occupiers to require the upgrading of the fire service
installations or equipment and fire safety construction of such buildings
to meet the required standards.

The Ordinance was amended in December last year, with a new
provision to require new property owners to notify the EAs
of the transfer of interests in property so that they will be well
aware of their legal obligations. Therefore, in a property transaction,
if the licensed estate agent is aware of any outstanding Directions
in respect of the property concerned, he/she should remind the
purchaser to notify the EA concerned in writing of the transfer of
interests in property within three months upon completion of the
property transaction. A new property owner who fails to notify the EA
concerned within the specified period commits an offence and is liable
on conviction to a fine at Level 3 (i.e. a maximum fine of $10,000).

To facilitate new property owners in fulfilling the above obligation,
BD has prepared a Notice of Transfer of Interests, which has
been uploaded onto the “Fire Safety” page on BD’s website
(www.bd.gov.hk/en/safety-inspection/fire-safety/index.html) for use.

For further information, please visit the EAs’ websites at
www.bd.gov.hk or www.hkfsd.gov.hk
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